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Dr. Judy Cho earned her B.A. and M.D. at Ohio State University, where she graduated summa cum laude,
and was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and AOA. After postdoctoral training at Northwestern University,
she became a faculty member at the University of Chicago. In 2004, she was recruited as Associate
Professor to Yale University where she became the Henry J. and Joan W. Binder Professor of Medicine,
Genetics and Pediatrics.
Dr. Cho was recruited in 2013 to the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai as the Ward-Coleman
Professor of Translational Genetics and Medicine, Vice-Chair of Translational Genetics and
Gastroenterology and Director of Ceported. She is currently the Principal Investigator and chair of the
Steering Committee of the NIDDK IBD Genetics Consortium and is a member of the NIDDK Advisory
Council. She is also on the council of the American Society of Clinical Investigation (ASCI) and is active in
the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation and the American Gastroenterology Association, serving on its
Research Policy Committee.
Dr. Cho has extensive experience in defining genetic factors underlying susceptibility to inflammatory
bowel disease (IBD). She was the senior investigator reporting the initial associations of NOD2 to Crohn’s
disease, the IBD GWAS first identifying the interleukin 23 receptor associations, and most recently, the
IBD Immunochip manuscript identifying 163 IBD-assoicated loci. She is particularly interested in defining
the genetic architecture underlying the higher IBD prevalence among Ashkenazi Jews. Her laboratory is
interested in defining the genetic architecture underlying differentiation of distinct immune cell subsets,
differences in epigenetic landscape of immune cell subsets, and their effects in IBD.
Her research has been supported by various NIH institutes (NIDDK, NCRR, NIAID, and NIGMS), the
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America, and The Eli and Edythe L. Broad Foundation and the
Burroughs Wellcome Fund. Because Dr. Cho has served as Principal Investigator for the DCC of the 7
center NIDDK IBD Genetics Consortium (IBDGC) for the past twelve years, she also has extensive
experience in leading multi-investigator research groups. During the present period of funding, the
IBDGC has been charged with developing new collaborations in order to define the functional effects of
IBD-associated variants. In this capacity, they have supported a variety of ancillary R01 applications from
multi-disciplinary collaborators (epigeneticists, immunologists, systems biologists) in order to fully
leverage the extensive IBD genetic discoveries.
Dr. Cho works with the Department of Genetics and Genomic Sciences and Gastroenterology.
In 2021, Dr. Cho received the Sherman Prize for Excellence in Crohn’s and Colitis.
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